
Town of Salem Community Attitudes Survey • HIGHLIGHTS

Town of Salem
Number of surveys mailed: 216
Number of surveys returned: 81
Response rate: 37.5%

How would you describe the pace at which development 
is occurring in PIERCE COUNTY?

Too fast 

Too slow 

About right

Don’t know

No opinion

How would you describe the pace at which development is 
occurring in the TOWN in which you live?

Too fast 

Too slow 

About right

Don’t know

No opinion

32.9%

32.9%

17.8%
46.6%

1.4%

1.4%

46.6%
11.0%

0%

2.7%

How would you rate current efforts by PIERCE COUNTY
to regulate and guide development?

Which of the following statements best reflects your opinion
of where new housing should be located in the County?

How would you rate current efforts by your TOWN
to regulate and guide development 

I have no
opinion on

housing
development.

The County/Town
should promote
more housing

development in 
Pierce County.

The County/Town
should limit the

amount of housing
development that

occurs.

Too much planning
and too many

regulations

Not enough
planning and

regulation

Do not know/
no opinion

About the
right amount
of planning

and regulation

What additional land use regulation would you support? 

Limit lot creation on ag land

Larger minimum lot sizes

Smaller minimum lot sizes

Bluff protection regulations

Habitat protection regulations

Mandated open space

Groundwater protection

Feedlot siting

52.0%

26.7%

26.7%

44.0%

48.0%

24.0%

64.0%

32.0%

Market forces and
property owner’s

desires should decide
how much housing

development occurs.

48.6%

40.5%

6.8%

4.1%

10.8%
32.4%

25.7%31.1%

Too much planning
and too many

regulations

Not enough
planning and

regulation

Do not know/
no opinion

About the
right amount
of planning

and regulation

9.7% 27.8%

37.5%

25.0%

NOTE: Results are based on Town data only – survey excluded cities and villages.
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Which of the following options best describes your ideas on
the optimal size of parcels for new residential development?

Pierce County should
encourage agricultural
expansion and 
agri-development.

Should tourism in 
Pierce County:

Single family
scattered on
35+ acre lots

Single family
scattered on 
5+ acre lots

Single family on
1–5 acre lots Cluster type

development

Small lots
served by
sewer and

water

What is your opinion of expanding/developing additional areas
for commercial/industrial/retail use? (check all that apply)

Focus development to
existing business districts

Develop commercial areas
along highway corridors

Develop commercial/retail
areas in cities & villages

Develop light industrial/
office space along highway
corridors

Develop light industrial/
office space in cities & 
villages

Against any expansion/
development

53.3%

30.7%

41.3%

26.7%

38.7%

8.0%

If you feel growth should be encouraged, which of 
the following do you think would most help in 
bringing about growth? 

Expanded water & sewer service

Improved highways

Improved public transit

Quality public schools

Telecommunications

Growth should not be encouraged

13.3%

22.7%

17.0%

29.3%

20.0%

20.0%

Do you feel there is a need for more:
PERCENTAGE OF “YES” RESPONSES:

Lodging

Major discount retailer

Franchise restaurants

Industrial development

Commercial development

Recreational facilities

Family restaurants

Access to recreation areas

Arts and culture centers

General retail (shopping)

General services

44.8%

38.5%

37.9%

63.2%

53.6%

50.7%

66.2%
54.0%

46.0%

55.9%

52.4%

What do you feel is the major housing need in the community?
RANK 1 RESPONSES:

New construction

Rehabilitation of existing homes

Demolition of dilapidated homes

Affordable housing

Townhouses/condos

Multi family apartments

Senior housing

6.8%

24.3%

10.8%

33.8%

1.4%

2.7%

20.3%

17.6%

4.1%

24.3%25.7%

28.4%

PAGE 2

YES

Increase

DecreaseRemain the
same

NO

45.9%

5.4%
48.6%

75.4%
24.6%


